Naloxone Medication Card
	Class: Opioid Antagonist
Generic Name: naloxone
Prototype: Narcan
	Indications: complete or partial reversal of opioid effects
Therapeutic Effect: Reversal of analgesia and CNS and respiratory depression caused by opioid agonists.

	Mechanism of Action: competes with opioid receptor sites in the brain and, thereby, prevents binding with receptors or displaces opioids already occupying receptor sites.

	Administration:
IV, nasal, IM 
IV onset: 2 mins

IM onset: 3-5 mins
T1/2 60 minutes
repeated doses PRN
Safety and effectiveness have not been established in children.
Caution for pregnant and lactating women
Metabolism: Liver Excretion: Kidney 
	Side Effects:
CNS: agitation, reversal of analgesia
CV: tachycardia, blood pressure changes, dysrhythmias, pulmonary edema
Acute narcotic abstinence syndrome
SAFETY: If providing naloxone for an overdose consider CPR as needed to support the client.
	Contraindications: Allergy to narcotic antagonists. 
Pregnancy, lactation.

	Nursing Considerations:
Assess for allergies, and S&S of MI

Conduct baseline pain assessment

Excessive doses in postop clients may result in significant reversal of analgesia and may cause cardiovascular events
Provide comfort measures to help client cope with pain and withdrawal symptoms.




