Gabapentin Medication Card
	Class: anticonvulsant 
Prototype: gabapentin 
	Indications: Adjunct treatment for partial seizures. Most often used to treat neuropathic pain, antispasmodic and muscle relaxant. 

	Mechanism of Action: The exact mechanism of action is unknown. It is structurally like GABA but does not act on GABA receptors or influence GABA.

	Administration: 
Oral administration 
Taper dose; do not stop abruptly




	Side Effects:
More common reactions:  ataxia, dizziness, fatigue, and fever.
Increased suicidal ideation
SAFETY: Consider fall precautions for elderly. Monitor closely for suicidal ideation and DRESS syndrome.
Peds: hyperkinesia, concentration difficulties and emotional liability.  

	Contraindications: 
Pregnancy risk: cardiac defects in fetus.
Older adult – caution due to fall risk and incidence of peripheral edema

	Nursing Considerations:
Do not take within 2 hours of antacid medication.

Monitor for worsening depression, suicidal thoughts, or behavior, and/or any unusual changes in mood or behavior
Avoid CNS depressants due to increased risk of respiratory depression. 




