Dobutamine Medication Card
	Class: Beta-1 Agonist

Prototype: Dobutamine
 
	Indications: used to treat cardiogenic shock and severe heart failure to increase contractility and cardiac output.


	Mechanism of Action: 
Stimulates Beta-1 receptors to increase the force of contraction and conduction velocity. The result is an improved cardiac output without an increased heart rate.


	Administration: 

IV only
Must be administered with infusion device through large peripheral vein or central line. 

Onset of action occurs within 2 minutes. 
Peak plasma concentrations of the drug and peak effects occur within 10 minutes after initiation of an IV infusion.

	Side Effects:
marked increase in HR and blood pressure
headache
nausea
dyspnea
	Contraindications: 
Beta blockers may negate the effect of dobutamine, decreasing the inotropic effects. 
Nitroprusside may cause synergistic effect on increasing cardiac output.

Dobutamine with anesthetic agents can lead to arrythmias
	Nursing Considerations:
Continuously monitor ECG, blood pressure, cardiac output, 
Monitor urine output to assess renal perfusion

If administered through a large peripheral vein, assess for extravasation   

Report all adverse reactions promptly, especially labored breathing, angina, palpitations, and dizziness





