Acetaminophen Medication Card
	Drug classification: Cyclo-oxygenase Inhibitors (no anti-inflammatory properties)
	Therapeutic Effect: antipyretic, analgesic

Use: arthritis and rheumatic disorders involving musculoskeletal pain. 
Common cold, flu, viral and bacterial infections with pain and fever 

	Generic name:
Acetaminophen 
Brand Name: Tylenol


	Mechanism of action: 
Not completely understood
Inhibits prostaglandin synthesis through alternate pathway instead of blocking COX.
May inhibit COX in the CNS  
Acts on hypothalamus → lowers fever
Vasodilation → heat dissipated

	Administration:
Oral or rectal

Assess pain prior to and after admin

Administer with full glass of water

Maximum dose over 24-hour period:
· 4000 mg adults,
· 3200 mg geriatric
· 2000 mg clients with chronic alcoholism

	Side effects:

Headache, nausea
Skin reddening

Hypersensitivity: Rash, fever



	Contraindication/
caution:

Allergy to acetaminophen

Use cautiously with impaired hepatic function, chronic alcoholism, pregnancy, lactation

Hepatotoxicity (liver damage) if dose exceeded or toxicity
Renal damage

	Nursing considerations:

SAFETY: Do not exceed recommended dose. Report rash, bleeding, or yellowing of skin. If overdose, monitor serum levels, life threatening if not treated. 
Antidote is acetylcysteine

Avoid using multiple preparations with acetaminophen to avoid OD





