ASA Medication Card
	Class: Acetylsalicylic Acid (ASA)

Prototype: Aspirin

Therapeutic Effects: 
Analgesic: treatment of mild-moderate pain
Antipyretic, Anti-platelet 
	Indications:
· Mild to moderate pain
· Fever
· Anti-inflammatory for rheumatic fever, rheumatoid arthritis, osteoarthritis
· MI prophylaxis


	Mechanism of Action: irreversible inhibition of COX 1 and COX 2, inhibits synthesis of prostaglandins. Inhibition of platelet aggregation



	Administration: 

Orally, rectal
Take with a full glass of water and food. Sit upright for 15-30 min

Do not crush, chew, break, or open an EC pill. 




	Side/Adverse Effects:
Nausea, gastric upset, occasional blood in stool.

Acute aspirin toxicity: hemorrhage, seizures, tetany, CV, renal and respiratory failure
Aspirin intolerance /hypersensitivity: 
bronchospasm, rhinitis

Salicylism (Dizzy, tinnitus)

SAFETY: Emergency procedures if overdose (i.e., Gastric lavage, activated charcoal, etc.)

	Contraindications: 
Do not give to children due to risk of Reye Syndrome

Allergy to salicylates, NSAIDs

Conditions that increase risk of bleeding, or clotting deficiencies.
Caution with impaired renal function.
Avoid in pregnancy & breastfeeding

Advise to refrain from consuming more than 3 alcoholic drinks/day

	Nursing Considerations:
Assess pain before and after administration.

Stop 7 days prior to surgery 

Assess history, allergies, and physical condition related to liver, kidneys, hemostasis, viral infection, pregnancy, and lactation

Keep out of the reach of children

Report tinnitus, dizziness, abdominal pain; rapid or difficult breathing; nausea, vomiting, bloody stools.






